Necrotizing myelopathy associated with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Case report and review of literature.
The clinico-pathological findings are reported of a 16-year-old boy with acute lymphoblastic leukemia who during chemotherapy which included intrathecal Methotrexate developed a transverse cord lesion 5 months before death. Autopsy revealed necrotizing myelopathy of the T8--T10 segments and moderate lymphoblastic infiltration of the cerebrospinal meninges and spinal nerve roots. Neither parenchymal infiltration nor vascular lesions were found. The pathogenesis of this rare lesion associated with acute lymphoblastic leukemia remains obscure.